ii2     ATTACK  UPON  THE CANAL

troops and quantities of munitions and supplies were
being dispatched to Aleppo in the first weeks following
Turkey's entrance into the War, not until the close of
December did Cairo Head-quarters obtain information
from a reliable source as to the strength of the Expedi-
tionary Corps intended for the invasion of Egypt.
The earliest news on the point came from the British
Military Attache in Sofia. He reported that the
force would consist of 39,000 rifles, four companies of
machine-guns, fourteen field batteries, fifteen mountain
batteries, two battalions of pioneers, and five sanitary
companies, with fifty depot battalions in support.
From other quarters it was learnt that military trains
conveying a heavy howitzer battery, bridging pontoons,
and motor lorries had passed through Adana. Later,
the scattered units of the Fourth Army Corps, with
seven heavy guns and a number of heavy draught
oxen (intended obviously to haul the heavy artillery
and pontoons), were reported to be concentrated in
Syria. On the I5th January the Intelligence Branch
of H.Q., Egypt, estimated that distributed between
Adana and Bir Saba there were six divisions of in-
fantry, ten heavy guns, eighty Krupp Q.F. field-guns,
and an uncertain number of howitzers and machine-
guns. It was known, also, that a transport column
of 10,000 camels had been collected at Jerusalem, and
were employed in moving munitions and supplies to
Bir Saba. The organization of the transport appears on
the whole to have been successful. The head of the
American Mission Hospital in Jerusalem was confident
that at least 5,000 tons of supplies in the space of
a few weeks were dumped at Gaza alone. Thousands
of empty petroleum tins and great quantities of
oranges were sent to the southern bases in Palestine:
new wells were sunk on the roads along which the
Turkish troops marched, and rest camps prepared.
Arrangements for the reception of the sick and